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Because this is home for all of us.

HERE FOR ALL.
HERE FOR GOOD.

Sanford Health is improving health by improving care 
close to home. Wherever home may be. Not just for the 

future of our health, but for the health of our future.



Welcome

On behalf of the SDHSAA Board of Directors, staff, our member 
schools, and the community of Rapid City, I would like to welcome 
you to the 2026 76th Annual, South Dakota All-State Band Concert.

Participation in extra-curricular activities can be an exciting part of 
the educational experience.  For those of you who have been chosen 
to perform at this SDHSAA event, take a little time to soak in the 
atmosphere.  You are representing not only yourself, but your school 
and community as well.  Don’t be afraid to thank those people who have 
helped you get to this point like your parents, teacher, and directors.  
They have put a lot of time and energy into your development.

For the audience, please remember these are high school students 
performing at the next level.  Help us in promoting professionalism 
and courtesy, as you watch them perform.  We appreciate our directors 
and guest conductors who make these things possible.  The SDHSAA 
would like all who are here to have a positive experience.

Thank you for your attendance in Rapid City for this SDHSAA event.  
Best of luck to all those performing!

Jeff Danielsen
Chairman, SDHSAA Board of Directors





All-State Band
Grand Concert Program

LEWIS BAND
Dr. Caroline Hand, Guest Conductor

Prelude, Siciliano, Rondo..........................Malcom Arnold/arr. Paynter

American Hymnsong Suite...................Dwayne Milburn (mvtc. 4,2,3)

Grace Before Sleep....................................Susan LaBarr/arr. Eric Wilson

Diamond Tide................................................................................. Viet Cuong

CLARK BAND
Dr. Rebekah Daniel, Guest Conductor

Luminescence..............................................................David Biedenbender

March from Symphony No. 1..........................................Claude T. Smith

Pathways................................................................................... Danielle Fisher

Forward/Still.............................................................................Omar Thomas

Hunting Scenes................................................................. Satoshi Yagisawa
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RUSHMORE THEATRE AT THE MONUMENT
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Serving South Dakota
from South Dakota since 1916

WHEN DISASTER FINDS IT’S WAY INTO YOUR LIFE

EXPERIENCE THE FREEDOM 
THAT COMES FROM KNOWING 

YOU’RE COVERED.

FARM & RANCH HOMEOWNERS AUTOMOBILE

P.O. Box 9  |  De Smet, SD 57231
P: (605) 854-3337

www.DeSmetFarmMutual.com

Good
luck at 
State!

Keeping them off  
drugs starts with bein

g

Connection and trust make prevention possible.
Activities like sports and clubs give kids and teens a place to belong. To build confidence, 

strengthen friendships and healthy ways to handle stress.

But the moments in between matter just as much. When you show up, listen and support 
your kids’ passions, you build trust — and that’s a powerful tool in preventing substance use.

Find tips and talking points for parents at 
LetsBeClearSD.com/talk
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What’S  
What  
at the pump?

?

Unleaded 88 
A money friendly,  mileage friendly blend  with up 

to 15% ethanol.  This safe pick at the pump can 
be used in nearly all vehicles built since 2001.

Premium Gasoline 
A non-ethanol, high-octane blend for high-
performance  vehicles. As you can probably 
guess from the word “premium,” this would 

be a pricey pick at the pump.

Unleaded 87 
A money friendly, mileage friendly blend with 
10% ethanol. If you see two “87” buttons, feel 

free to pick the one with the lowest price.

Flex Fuel 
A specialized blend containing 51% to 83% 

ethanol, this isn’t widely available because it is 
for Flex Fuel vehicle use only. Vehicles that can 

use this fuel have a yellow gas cap, Flex Fuel 
badges and/or a Flex Fuel sticker under the hood.

FuelUpSD.com



Not every student wants the same path. Some 
want to build with their hands. Some want to move, 
create, compete, or perform. At Lake Area Tech, we 
make room for all of it. We offer 30+ high-demand 
programs and career-ready training that doesn’t 
leave students drowning in debt. It’s college with a 
purpose – where students find what they’re good at, 
and get the tools to go further. Come see how we’re 
building futures in Watertown, South Dakota. L A K E A R E AT E C H . E D U

CREATE WITH
PURPOSE.
DESIGN WITH



Checking • Auto & Recreational Vehicle Loans
Mortgages • VISA® Credit Cards • IRA/CD

Business Loans • Debt Management

Together we Rise

800.440.6573 | www.DakotalandFCU.com 

together strong
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SCHOLARSHIPS 
FOR EVERYONE
PERIOD.

MITCHELL, S.D.

DWU is an equal opportunity employer and provider.

Explore 
Scholarships

Experience Something

DIFFERENT





ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Dr. Daniel Swartos................................................................................. Executive Director
Brooks Bowman................................................................. Assistant Executive Director
Kristina Sage........................................................................ Assistant Executive Director
Randy Soma......................................................................... Assistant Executive Director
Aaron Magnuson.............................................................................. Technology Director
Ryan Mikkelsen...........................................................................................Finance Director
Marsha Karst................................................................................ Administrative Assistant
Nicki Axtell.................................................................................... Administrative Assistant
Maggie Price................................................................................ Administrative Assistant

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Dr. Jeff Danielsen.................................................................. Watertown School District
Jeff Kosters............................................................................ Frederick Area High School
Chad Allison.........................................................................................Lennox High School
Randy Hartmann..............................................................................Pierre School District
Chris Long.............................................................................................. Lyman High School
Chuck Wilson..........................................................................Todd County High School
Jordan Bauer.................................................................Rapid City Central High School
Ryan Rollinger.............................................................................. Harrisburg High School
Billy Clanton..................................................................Harding County School District

MUSIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Jessica Perkins, O’Gorman..................................................................................Orchestra
Jeremy Schutter, Aberdeen Central..................................................... Class AA Band
Jennifer Loftin, Sturgis Brown.................................................................Class AA Vocal
Dale Batie, Eureka......................................................................................... Class A/B Band
Joni Willoughby, Chamberlain.............................................................. Class A/B Vocal
Jake Versteeg, Canton..................................................................................Administrator



Caroline Hand believes in the ability of ensemble music making 
to create connections among student musicians and audiences 
alike, and searches for ways to enhance these bonds. Dr. Hand has 
the opportunity to facilitate these connections by conducting the 
Symphony Band, teaching conducting courses for undergraduate and 
graduate students, and visiting schools in the region.

Dr. Hand is in demand as a guest conductor across the region and 
nation with numerous honor band appearances, most recently as the 
guest conductor for TMEA and ATSSB Region 21 clinics in Texas. An 
avid supporter of community engagement through music, Dr. Hand 
spearheaded the Sensory Friendly Concert Series in the University 
of Oklahoma School of Music. She has been selected to present on 
her innovative and engaged teaching methods such as the Orpheus 
Project and facilitating high impact collaborations with university 
music ensembles. She is also pursuing research and study of works 
for wind band by female composers and is dedicated to well-rounded 
programming to expose her students to a wide array of styles, 
composers, and historical periods all with the aim of communicating 
to the listener.

Dr. Hand previously held the position of associate director of bands at 
Ball State University and taught public school in Mountain Home, AR 
and Tyler, TX ISD. She earned degrees from the University of Minnesota 
(DMA conducting), Baylor University (MM band conducting), and 
Oklahoma State University (BME).

LEWIS BAND GUEST CONDUCTOR

Dr. Caroline Hand



* Denotes 4 year participant

FLUTE
Maksim Mullin.............................................. Rapid City Stevens
*Whitney Pageler.....................................................West Central
Ella McCarthy.......................................................Brandon Valley
Addi Hotz...............................................................Brandon Valley
Madeleine Koupal....................................... Rapid City Stevens
Audrey Wiertzema.............................................Brandon Valley
Jaslyn Clausen............................................... Aberdeen Central
Tara Renner................................................... Rapid City Stevens
Novaleo Warrington................................................Groton Area

OBOE                                                                            
Madison Eichler...................................................Brandon Valley
Tiger Duinkherjav..............................................Pierre T.F. Riggs

BASSOON
Solomon Erlandson................................... Rapid City Stevens
Carson Bootsma.......................................Sioux Falls Christian

CLARINET
*Isaac Petersen.................................................................. Yankton
*Kate Preheim............................................Sioux Falls Christian
Norah Cable...............................................Sioux Falls Jefferson
*Angela Ge.....................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Maritta Sander...............................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Miray Akalin...........................................................Brandon Valley
Darlene Townley................................................Pierre T.F. Riggs
Reeghan Osthus...........................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Audrey Bleeker................................... Sioux Falls Washington
Hailey Schoenfelder............................................................Huron
Madi Frye......................................................Rapid City Christian
Estelle Waltner.............................................Freeman Academy
Jessie Hale..................................................... Rapid City Stevens
Zaiden Johnson...............................................................Tea Area
Shahid Shaik................................................................... O’Gorman
Chloe Pliska....................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Adilyn McIntyre............................................................ O’Gorman
Esme Eckart....................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Catherine Danielsen...............................................West Central
Arian Bosma-Harms..........................................Brandon Valley
Brynleigh Taschner............................................Brandon Valley

BASS CLARINET
Davis Walsh......................................................................... Yankton
William Fischer..............................................................Vermillion
Reese Cobb................................................Sioux Falls Jefferson
Tailynn Trescott........................................... Rapid City Stevens
Taylor Harrelson.......................................Rapid City Christian

ALTO SAXOPHONE
*Henry Oppenheimer...............................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Ben Long......................................................... Rapid City Central
Olivia Dix.........................................................Aberdeen Roncalli
Jackson Warne.............................................................. Brookings

TENOR SAXOPHONE
Alexander Henning.......................................................... Yankton
Emma Kang................................................... Rapid City Stevens

BARITONE SAXOPHONE
Brooks Anderson....................................Sioux Falls Roosevelt
Aiden Johnson.............................................................. Garretson

TRUMPET
Madison Empey............................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Luke Anderson.........................................Sioux Falls Roosevelt
Kenlyn Hart.....................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Meredith Johnson.......................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Francisco Reyes................................................................. Yankton
Ethan Ohling..................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Joseph Kirkeby....................................................Brandon Valley
Katarina Saylor..............................................................Harrisburg
Grace Steger................................................... Aberdeen Central

FRENCH HORN
Claire Hyronimus.............................................................Tea Area
Andrew Fode........................................................Brandon Valley
Brett Novotny............................................... Rapid City Stevens
*Aya Kuroiwa................................................. Rapid City Central
Mayen Mayen............................................Sioux Falls Jefferson
Luke Carlson.........................................................Brandon Valley
Landon Sohre................................................................ O’Gorman
Jordan Kaiser......................................................................... Hoven

TROMBONE
Hudson Schumacher.................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Kylie Wennblom................................. Sioux Falls Washington
Andrew Schmidt..............................................................Tea Area
Claire Pliska....................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Noah Dobbs................................................................... O’Gorman
Chase Schulte..........................................................Chamberlain

BASS TROMBONE
Maxwell Ulmer..............................................Sioux Falls Lincoln

EUPHONIUM
Ezra Hodgins..................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
*Garrett Vander Wal................................................ Sioux Valley
Connor Evans................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Aksel Mundt...................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Christopher Giesey..................................... Rapid City Central

TUBA
*Austin Lawrence.............................. Sioux Falls Washington
Tyce Van Well................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Owen Feiok............................................................ Platte-Geddes
Armando Miller............................................Freeman Academy
August Plsek...................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Demetria Black................................................................ Spearfish

STRING BASS
Axel Lickei......................................................................Watertown

PIANO
Lucy Liu.............................................................................Vermillion

PERCUSSION
Mason Kennedy.......................................................West Central
Brenya Priebe.............................................Sioux Falls Lutheran
Sam Barnett....................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Ada Sharp......................................................... Aberdeen Central
Sam Reichenberg...............................................Brandon Valley
Owen Anderson...........................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Kara Brown.....................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln

Lewis Band – All-State Personnel



CLARK BAND GUEST CONDUCTOR

Dr. Rebekah Daniel

Dr. Rebekah A. Daniel serves as Director of Bands and Assistant Professor of Music 
at Eastern Kentucky University (EKU), where she conducts both the Wind Ensemble 
and Concert Band and teaches undergraduate and graduate conducting. Under her 
leadership, the EKU Wind Ensemble was selected to perform at the 2025 Kentucky 
Music Educators Association (KMEA) State Conference, and in 2024 she was named 
“University Teacher of the Year” by KMEA District 11. Prior to joining EKU, Dr. Daniel 
served as Visiting Director of Bands at The University of Utah, where she conducted 
the wind ensemble and taught undergraduate and graduate conducting and music 
education courses. She then became Artistic Director and Conductor of the Ithaca 
College Wind Ensemble, continuing her teaching in conducting and music education. 

Dr. Daniel maintains an active schedule with engagements throughout the United 
States as a guest conductor, clinician, and adjudicator. She has led performances of 
regional and world premieres and has collaborated in rehearsal and performance with 
notable composers including Sally McCune, Dana Wilson, Zhou Tian, Eric Guinivan, 
and Henry Dorn. In 2018, she was selected as a Conducting Fellow for the inaugural 
Reynolds Conducting Institute at the Midwest Clinic. 

As a music education advocate, Dr. Daniel has presented at major state music 
education conferences in Texas, New York, Georgia, North Carolina, Michigan, Utah, 
and Kentucky. Her research centers on fostering intrinsic motivation in rehearsals 
and refining gestural communication to enhance musical expression. 

Dr. Daniel completed the Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Wind Conducting at 
Michigan State University (MSU) as a student of Dr. Kevin Sedatole. As a doctoral 
conducting assistant at MSU, she conducted instrumental ensembles, taught 
conducting courses, and was involved in all aspects of the athletic band program. 
Prior to attending MSU, Dr. Daniel taught in the Georgia public school system 
where ensembles under her direction enjoyed notable success in both district and 
statewide performance evaluations. She completed the Bachelor of Music Education 
and Master of Music in Wind Conducting at Georgia Southern University where she 
studied with Drs. Robert Dunham and Colin McKenzie. 

Dr. Daniel is an alumni member of Tau Beta Sigma and holds professional membership 
in the College Band Directors National Association, National Band Association, and 
the National Association for Music Education.



Clark Band – All-State Personnel

* Denotes 4 year participant

FLUTE
Esther Lee.....................................................Sioux Falls Christian
*Ella Adamiak................................................................ O’Gorman
Reaghan Kappel...........................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
KJ Callies................................................................Brandon Valley
Serenity Thiry................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Alexis Norberg...............................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Brooke Novotny.......................................... Rapid City Stevens
Leah Preheim.......................................................Brandon Valley
Skyelynn Chambers.................................. Rapid City Stevens

OBOE                                                                            
Melanie Nyberg............................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Luke Bell........................................................................... O’Gorman

BASSOON
Francis Salado.....................................................Pierre T.F. Riggs
Fuller Kirkpatrick.......................................................... O’Gorman

CLARINET
Lia Tiangco..................................................................... O’Gorman
Lander Bell...................................................................... O’Gorman
Katie Yoon........................................................................Vermillion
Rylee Knispel................................................ Rapid City Stevens
*Norman Johnson....................................... Aberdeen Central
Gemma Oppenheimer.............................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Julia Mumm..........................................................Brandon Valley
Sabrina Luschas...........................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Marissa Puppel............................................. Rapid City Stevens
Kenzie Deemer........................................................Chamberlain
Caiden Maack................................................................. Garretson
Howard Nelson..................................................Pierre T.F. Riggs
Ava Hyronimus..........................................Sioux Falls Christian
Hannah Fong........................................................................Canton
Lily Jongeward.........................................Sioux Falls Jefferson
Terresa Young..................................... Sioux Falls Washington
Jayda Siebert.................................................Aberdeen Roncalli
Harper Elg.......................................................................Harrisburg
Kaden Aumer................................................. Aberdeen Central
Kapri Drewes......................................................................Tea Area
Kyra Weber.............................................................Brandon Valley

BASS CLARINET
Brennan Day........................................................................Hanson
Keondra Wilson............................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Connelly Peterson.......................................................Harrisburg
Lilliana Loebs.................................................................Harrisburg

ALTO SAXOPHONE
Ian Cho................................................................................ Spearfish
*Ryley McKeown................................................Brandon Valley
Sawyer Steen.................................................................. Brookings
Sam Allen......................................................... Aberdeen Central

TENOR SAXOPHONE
Maku Adriano................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Emma Plamp.......................................................................Mitchell

BARITONE SAXOPHONE
Levi Prouty......................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Oliver Veerman.............................................Sioux Falls Lincoln

TRUMPET
Elijah Sumey..................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
*Hadassah Church........................................................ Canistota
Anya Klemme................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Will Dunlap............................................................Brandon Valley
Grant Buhta...........................................................................Lennox
Isaac Josephson.................................................Brandon Valley
Connor Hugelman......................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Quinton Wilson..................................................................Mitchell

FRENCH HORN
Carlee Johnson.........................................................Groton Area
Lucy LaMont.........................................................Brandon Valley
Beckett Moffit................................................................ O’Gorman
*Chloe Attema...........................................Sioux Falls Christian
Mackenzie Pederson.........................................Brandon Valley
Isaac Anderson........................................Sioux Falls Roosevelt
Logan Kraemer...................................................................... Parker
Kelsey Kramer...................................................................Tea Area

TROMBONE
Sam Reckling................................................................. O’Gorman
James McCormack.....................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Arden McGraw..................................................................Tea Area
Nate Herbst....................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Harrison De Jong........................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Brody Dinger.................................................. Aberdeen Central

BASS TROMBONE
Zachary Mithun............................................Sioux Falls Lincoln

EUPHONIUM
Caden Meyer.................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Karly Knippling.......................................................................Huron
Isabelle Kallhoff..........................................................Sully Buttes
Joseph Shaw.................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Akon Akon....................................................................... Brookings

TUBA
*Dagim Jami..................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Jago Kahl.........................................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Dustin Saffel........................................................................ Yankton
Madilynn Fischer................................................Pierre T.F. Riggs
Cannon Speer..........................................................Chamberlain
Brayden Beecroft....................................Sioux Falls Roosevelt

STRING BASS
Landon Harrod............................................................. Edgemont

PERCUSSION
Sam Hofer..............................................................Brandon Valley
William Raether............................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
*Olivia Ragsdale............................................................ Brookings
Joshua Raether.............................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Madisan Graber.................................................................Gregory
Eliot Gongopoulos......................................Sioux Falls Lincoln
Zander Waddell............................................ Rapid City Central



The first South Dakota All-State Band was held in 1951 in Sioux Falls at Washington High School with Frank Simon 
as the guest conductor. The All-State Band project was organized by the South Dakota Bandmasters Association 
(SDBA). No judges were used in selecting the members of that first All-State Band. Chair placements for each 
section of the Band were determined by brief auditions that were held during the first hour of the day.  The 
auditions were listened to by the band directors.  Following the auditions the band was seated and the rehearsal 
began at 9:30 a.m.  The same format was used for the All-State Band in 1952.

In 1952 the SDBA decided to hire two judges to audition students across the state.  In 1961 the SDBA increased the 
number of All-State judges to four.

Beginning in 1962 the All-State Band began a new phase in its history when the Band became a joint project of the 
SDBA and the South Dakota High School Interscholastic Activities Association (SDHSIAA). The two organizations 
oversaw the All-State Band and both have been involved with the process since that time. In 1965-66 the SDHSIAA 
changed its name to the South Dakota High School Activities Association (SDHSAA). Starting in 1962 the general 
supervision and control of the All-State Band has been in the hands of the SDHSAA while a major part of the 
planning and operation of the Band being in the hands of the Bandmasters Association.

Prior to 1974 the All-State Band would first meet on Friday morning, sight read the music to be performed, and then 
begin rehearsals for the Saturday concert.  In 1973 a decision was made to give the concert music to the All-State 
students at the February Music In-Service.  Also, a Thursday evening rehearsal was added to the schedule.  These 
changes have allowed the All-State Band to perform some of the most difficult and best music available for bands. 
Since that time the quality of the South Dakota All-State band has compared with any in the nation.

Today’s process for selecting the students consists of students auditioning for the same judges throughout the 
state within a three week period. Students are asked to prepare a solo, major scales, minor scales, and a chromatic 
scale.  They are also auditioned on sight-reading music which is composed by the judges and the students take 
a test on music terminology.  A composite score is compiled for each student and the students with the lowest 
scores in each section comprise the All State Band.  This system has remained largely intact since 1961.

Beginning with the 2006 All-State Concert a major change in the All State Band has taken place. Starting with the 
2006 concert the one large All-State Band has been divided into two smaller, but equally talented bands. The two 
band format is an attempt to adapt to the quality band music now being composed for smaller symphonic bands.  
The 2006 concert is the first year of a three year trial to evaluate for the two smaller bands format.  At the end of 
the three years of study a final decision will made on the future format of the South Dakota All-State Band.

Brief History of 
South Dakota All State Band

1951 	 Sioux Falls 	 Frank Simon 	 Willard Fejfar 	 Ardeen Foss
1952 	 Sioux Falls 	 Frank Simon 	 Ardeen Foss	 Willard Fejfar
1953 	 Huron 	 Mark Hindsley 	 Burrill Monk 	 Paul Christensen
1954 	 Mitchell 	 Clarence Sawhill 	 Sam Koth	 Harold Hamaker
1955 	 Aberdeen 	 Jack Lee 	 Fred Johnson	 Art Schwuchow
1956 	 Sioux Falls	 Leonard Smith 	 Francis Benson	 Ardeen Foss
1957 	 Deadwood 	 Ray Dvorak 	 Don McCabe 	 Laverne Clark
1958 	 Huron 	 Glenn Bainum 	 Don McCabe 	 Paul Christensen
1959 	 Mitchell 	 Hugh McMillen 	 Douglas Carpenter	 Harold Hamaker
1960 	 Aberdeen	 Leonard Smith 	 Douglas Carpenter 	 Orville Evenson
1961 	 Sioux Falls	 Dale Harris 	 Henry Elster 	 Ardeen Foss
1962 	 Deadwood	 Milo Hovey 	 Henry Elster 	 Laverne Clark
1963 	 Huron 	 W. F. Santelmann 	 Richard Mylin	 Stew. Christensen
1964 	 Watertown	 Clarence Sawhill 	 Richard Mylin	 Douglas Carpenter
1965 	 Sioux Falls	 Paul Yoder 	 Ron Hilgenberg 	 Ardeen Foss
1966 	 Pierre 	 W. F. Santelmann	 Ron Hilgenberg	 Norman Sampson
1967 	 Huron 	 Donald McGinnis	 Paul Hedge	 Stew. Christensen
1968 	 Aberdeen 	 Leonard Smith 	 Paul Hedge	 Orville Evenson
1969 	 Sturgis 	 Gene A. Braught 	 Bob King	 Leo Getsgo

SOUTH DAKOTA ALL-STATE BANDS OVER THE YEARS
DATE 	 CITY	  CONDUCTOR 	 SDBA PRESIDENT  	 GENERAL CHAIRMAN



DATE 	 CITY	  CONDUCTOR 	 SDBA PRESIDENT  	 GENERAL CHAIRMAN

SOUTH DAKOTA ALL-STATE BANDS OVER THE YEARS, cont.

1970 	 Watertown 	 Miles Johnson 	 Bob King	 Douglas Carpenter
1971 	 Mitchell 	 Col. Arnald Gabriel	 Milo Winter	 Harold Hamaker
1972 	 Rapid City 	 John Paynter 	 Milo Winter	 Milo Winter
1973 	 Sioux Falls	 Leonard Smith 	 Warren Hatfield	 Ardeen Foss
1974 	 Aberdeen 	 Col. Arnald Gabriel	 Warren Hatfield	 Orville Evenson
1975 	 Pierre	 W. Francis McBeth 	 Len Vellek 	 Gerald Cutshaw
1976 	 Rapid City	 John Paynter 	 Len Vellek	 Milo Winter
1977 	 Huron	 Maj. A. C. Crowell	 Dennis Dafoe	 Len Vellek
1978 	 Watertown 	 Miles Johnson 	 Dennis Dafoe 	 Douglas Carpenter
1979 	 Sturgis	 W. Francis McBeth 	 Jack Knowles	 Leo Getsgo
1980 	 Mitchell 	 Frank Bencriscutto	 Jack Knowles	 Joseph Pekas
1981 	 Sioux Falls	 Harry Begian 	 Orville Evenson	 Don McCabe
1982 	 Aberdeen 	 Col. Arnald Gabriel	 Orville Evenson	 Orville Evenson
1983 	 Rapid City	 Stanley DeRusha 	 Merle Larson	 Jack Knowles
1984 	 Huron 	 John Zdechlik 	 Merle Larson	 Len Vellek
1985 	 Mitchell	 James Jurrens 	 Glenn Siverson 	 Joseph Pekas
1986 	 Sioux Falls	 James Curnow 	 Glenn Siverson 	 Don McCabe
1987 	 Pierre 	 Larry G. Curtis 	 Dennis Hegg 	 Brad Berens
1988 	 Watertown	 Kenneth G. Bloomquist	 Dennis Hegg	 John Hanson
1989 	 Huron	 Miles H. Johnson 	 David Haugen	 Lance Burnett
1990 	 Rapid City 	 John Paynter 	 David Haugen 	 Jack Knowles/Milo Winter
1991 	 Aberdeen 	 W. Francis McBeth 	 Dale Fiedler 	 Jerome Letcher
1992	 Mitchell	 Weston Noble	 Dale Fiedler	 Fred Ellwein
1993	 Sioux Falls	 Dale J. Lonis	 Marlin Pedersen	 Eric Haenfler
1994	 Pierre	 Mallory B. Thompson	 Marlin Pedersen	 Larry Johnson
1995	 Huron	 Timothy Mahr	 Arlen Hofer	 Lance Burnett
1996	 Waterown	 Dr. Robert C. Fleming	 Arlen Hofer	 Ken Mund
1997	 Rapid City	 Col. John R. Bourgeois	 Jim Smith	 Mark Bray/Don Downs
1998	 Aberdeen	 Robert Sheldon	 Jim Smith	 Jerome Letcher
1999	 Mitchell	 James Barnes	 Larry Johnson	 Brad Berens
2000	 Sioux Falls	 Dr. David Holsinger	 Larry Johnson	 Jim Smith	
2001	 Pierre	 Robert W. Smith	 Jerry Letcher	 Larry Johnson
2002	 Huron	 Anthony Maiello	 Jerry Letcher	 Larry Petersen
2003	 Yankton	 Dale J. Lonis	 Bob Goheen	 Ted Powell
2004	 Watertown	 Douglas Akey	 Bob Goheen	 Ken Mund
2005	 Rapid City	 Dr. John R. Locke	 Toby Rath	 Mark Bray/Don Downs
2006	 Aberdeen	 (C) Dr. William F Malambri	 Toby Rath	 Jerry Letcher
		  (L) Dr. Lowell E Graham	
2007	 Pierre	 (L) Mark Camphouse	 Patricia Baule	 Larry Johnson
		  (C) Jerry Luckhardt
2008	 Sioux Falls	 (C) Curvin Farnham	 Patricia Baule	 Jim Smith
		  (L) Anthony Maiello
2009	 Rapid City	 (L) Marcellus Brown	 Bob Carlson	 Mark Bray/Don Downs
		  (C) Dr. Peter Boonshaft
2010	 Watertown	 (C) Dr. Timothy Mahr	 Bob Carlson	 Jackie Stacey
		  (L) Dr. Scott A. Jones
2011	 Yankton	 (L) Richard Saucedo	 Gary Hansen	 Ted Powell
		  (C) Joe Hermann		
2012	 Brookings	 (C) Dr. Jack Stamp	 Gary Hansen	 Ron Stary
		  (L) Capt. Brian Walden		
2013	 Rapid City	 (C) Jan Van der Roost	 Helen Mogen	 Toby Rath
		  (L) Erica Neidlinger		
2014	 Pierre	 (C) Anthony Maiello	 Helen Mogen	 Mackenzie McKeithan
		  (L) Dr. Richard Mayne
2015	 Sioux Falls	 (C) Dr. James M. Bankhead	 Donald Downs	 Ben Koch
		  (L) Dr. Richard Mark Heidel	
2016	 Watertown	 (C) Dr. John Locke	 Donald Downs	 Jackie Stacey
		  (L) Dr. Linda Moorehouse	



Aberdeen Central............................ Jeremy Schutter

Aberdeen Roncalli........................................ Kim Carda

Brandon Valley.....................................Tyler Nettestad

Brookings..............................................Isaac McMahon

Canistota......................................................Nicole Perry

Canton.................................................Jacob Mahowald

Chamberlain................................................Phil Carlson

Edgemont...................................Suzanne Hollenbeck

Freeman Academy...............................Mataya Yilmaz

Garretson..........................................................Nick Sittig

Gregory.............................................................Jared Opp

Groton Area.......................................... Sharon Schwan

Hanson....................................................Marissa Hanely

Harrisburg...................................................Jason Groon

Hoven.....................................................Elizabeth Bengs

Huron..................................................James Stueckrath

James Valley Christian........................Rachel Halsey

Lennox..................................................Tyler Youngquist

Mitchell............................................... Joel VanPeursem

O’Gorman..........................................................Ben Koch

Parker..............................................Cheyenne Nikolaus

Pierre T.F. Riggs.....................................Gage Ruhlman

Platte-Geddes.....................................Karissa DeJager

Rapid City Central.............................Andrew Belsaas

Rapid City Christian.......................................Matt Poto

Rapid City Stevens.............................George Dragoo

Sioux Falls Christian..........Michael Groenenboom

Sioux Falls Jefferson...........................Shane Macklin

Sioux Falls Lincoln....................................Dan Carlson

Sioux Falls Roosevelt........................... Nicole Decker

Sioux Falls Washington...................Terrence Kenny

Sioux Valley..............................................Jackson Bellis

Spearfish........................................................... Katie Appl

Sully Buttes..................................................Erica Paxton

Tea Area............................................Stephanie Wranek

Vermillion....................................................Garret Olson

Watertown........................................... Austin Fordham

West Central................................................... Danny Eye

Yankton................................................... Gwen Wenisch

2026 BAND DIRECTORS WITH STUDENTS IN ALL-STATE BAND

DATE 	 CITY	  CONDUCTOR 	 SDBA PRESIDENT  	 GENERAL CHAIRMAN

SOUTH DAKOTA ALL-STATE BANDS OVER THE YEARS, cont.

2017	 Sioux Falls	 (C) Dr. Elva Kaye Lance	 Larry Petersen	 Ben Koch
		  (L) Dr. Myron Welch	
2018	 Rapid City	 (C) Dr. Jason Caslor	 Larry Petersen	 Toby Rath
		  (L) Dr. Christopher Chapman  
2019	 Aberdeen	 (L) Dr. Courtney Snyder	 Jeff Patzlaff	 Jeremy Schutter
		  (C) Dr. Paul Popiel	
2020	 Cancelled Due To COVID
2021	 Mitchell	 Dr. Haley Armstrong	 Jeff Patzlaff	 Ryan Stahle
		  Dr. Rolf Olson
		  Dr. John LaCognata
		  Dr. Jacob Wallace
2022	 Brookings	 (C) Dr. Aaron Perrine	 Mary Cogswell	 Dr. David Reynolds
		  (L) Dr. Travis Cross
2023	 Sioux Falls	 (L) Robert Sheldon	 Mary Cogswell	 Ben Koch
		  (C)Dr. Andrew Boysen	
2024          Pierre	 (L) Dr. Shanti Simon	 Ben Koch	 Gage Ruhlman
		  (C) Dr. Carolyn Barber  
2025          Watertown	 (L) Dr. Christopher Morehouse	 Ben Koch	 Austin Fordham
		  (C) Dr. Dennis Llinas
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SOUTH DAKOTA HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION

Our Thanks To…
James Strueckrath – All-State Band Chairperson
Andrew Belsaas & George Dragoo – Local Hosts

AUDITION JUDGES
Dr. CJ Kocher

Dr. Bethany Amundson
Dr. Audrey Miller
Dr. Terry Beckler

OTHER THANKS
Monument Staff

Central and Stevens High School Music Staff and Administration
Chad Phillips – Photographer

South Dakota Public Broadcasting
Creative Printing

Park Bench Apparel
Poppler’s Music

Austin Lawrence - Sioux Falls Washington
Dagim Jami - Sioux Falls Lincoln

Hadassah Church - Canistota
Olivia Ragsdale - Brookings

Chloe Attema - Sioux Falls Christian
Aya Kuroiwa - Rapid City Central

Ella Adamiak - O’Gorman
Whitney Pageler - West Central

Garrett Vander Wal - Sioux Valley
Isaac Petersen - Yankton

Kate Preheim - Sioux Falls Christian
Angela Ge - Sioux Falls Lincoln

Norman Johnson - Aberdeen Central
Henry Oppenheimer - Sioux Falls Lincoln

Ryley McKeown - Brandon Valley

2026 ALL-STATE BAND 4-YEAR MEMBERS
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That’s why we remain committed to bringing your business —  
big or small — the latest tools, technology and economic support.  
Contact your local Touchstone Energy® Cooperative  
or visit YourCoopPower.com to learn more.

We believe in helping local businesses thrive.

Powering
Community
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